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Christian Reflections to Build your Faith, By Melkisedeck Leon Shine

Embracing a Life of Faith: 15 Steps to Wholehearted Surrender to Jesus

1. Cultivate a Personal Relationship with Jesus: Just as Mary Magdalene experienced a
life-altering encounter with the resurrected Christ (Luke 8:2), prioritize daily

communion with God. Engage in heartfelt prayer, reverent worship, and consistent
study of His Word. This intimate connection forms the bedrock of your faith journey.

2. Embrace Repentance and Turn from Sin: Zacchaeus's transformative repentance,
marked by restitution for past wrongs (Luke 19:1-10), serves as a powerful example.
Confess your sins, seek God's forgiveness, and actively strive to live a life that
honors Him. Repentance is not a one-time event, but an ongoing process of aligning
your life with God's will.

3. Practice Humility and Servanthood: Jesus, through the act of washing his
disciples' feet (John 13:1-17), exemplified the essence of humble service. Follow His
example by prioritizing the needs of others, placing their well-being above your own.
Humility is a cornerstone of a Christ-like life.

4. Trust in God's Providential Guidance: Like Joseph, who maintained unwavering faith
even amidst trials and adversity (Genesis 50:20), trust that God is orchestrating

your life for His glory and your ultimate good. This trust extends beyond
understanding; it's a surrender to His sovereign plan.

5. Detach from Earthly Possessions: Jesus's counsel to the rich young ruler (Matthew
19:21) highlights the potential hindrance of material wealth. Examine your
attachments to possessions and strive for detachment, freeing yourself to prioritize
your relationship with God.

6. Become an Instrument of Peace: Following Jesus's teaching on peacemaking (Matthew
5:9), actively pursue reconciliation and harmony in your relationships. Be a
bridge-builder, fostering understanding and forgiveness wherever possible.

7. Extend Love to Your Enemies: Jesus's command to love enemies and pray for
persecutors (Matthew 5:44) challenges us to transcend human limitations. Extend
kindness, compassion, and grace, reflecting the transformative love of Christ.

8. Trust in God's Perfect Timing: Abraham's enduring faith, despite prolonged waiting
for God's promises (Hebrews 6:15), teaches the importance of patient trust. Surrender
your desire for immediate gratification and trust in God's perfect timing for His

perfect plan.

9. Practice Generosity and Charitable Giving: The widow's offering (Mark 12:41-44)
reveals the power of giving cheerfully and generously. Give joyfully from the
resources God has entrusted to you, recognizing that true wealth lies in spiritual
riches.



10. Cultivate a Heart of Gratitude: The parable of the ten lepers (Luke 17:11-19)
underscores the importance of expressing gratitude for God's blessings. Cultivate a
thankful heart, acknowledging God's constant provision and grace in your life.

11. Embrace Forgiveness: Jesus's parable of the unforgiving servant (Matthew
18:21-35) emphasizes the crucial role of forgiveness. Extend forgiveness to others,
just as Christ has forgiven you, releasing bitterness and resentment.

12. Walk by Faith, Not by Sight: Peter's act of faith in walking on water (Matthew
14:22-33) illustrates the power of trusting God's guidance even amidst uncertainty.
Step out in faith, trusting in God's presence and provision.

13. Be a Beacon of Light in Darkness: As Jesus declared, "You are the light of the
world" (Matthew 5:14). Let your life be a testament to God's love, illuminating the
path for others and spreading His message of hope.

14. Seek Wisdom Through Prayer and Scripture: Solomon's request for wisdom (1 Kings
3:9) serves as an example of seeking divine guidance. Regularly engage in prayer and
Bible study, seeking wisdom to navigate life's challenges and make godly decisions.

15. Surrender Control to God's Sovereignty: Ultimately, surrender complete control to
God's sovereign will, acknowledging His ultimate authority. Trust in His plan for

your life and follow Jesus wholeheartedly, embracing His guidance with unwavering
faith.

This journey of surrendering your life to Christ is a continuous process of growth
and transformation. Remember that God's love and grace are boundless and readily
available. Embrace His love, believe in His promises, love your fellow believers, and
trust Him completely. May God richly bless you as you embark on this extraordinary
spiritual adventure. Amen.
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