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? Introduction ?

In life, we may encounter loved ones who have wandered from the path of
righteousness, seemingly lost in their own struggles and choices. It can be
disheartening and worrisome to watch them go astray, but as Christians, we have a
source of hope and encouragement - the Bible. Through its pages, we find a collection
of stories, teachings, and verses that offer solace and guidance. In this article, we

will explore 15 encouraging Bible verses for wayward loved ones, drawing references
from biblical examples, Jesus' teachings, and Christian perspectives.

1 "For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found." -
Luke 15:24

In the parable of the prodigal son, we witness the immense love and forgiveness of
the father towards his wayward child. This verse reminds us that no matter how lost
our loved ones may seem, there is always hope for their return to God's loving
embrace.

2 "The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his
heavenly kingdom." - 2 Timothy 4:18

Even when our loved ones are entangled in the snares of sin, we can trust that God
has the power to rescue and restore them. This verse reassures us that God's saving
grace extends to even the most wayward souls.

3 "Do not be misled: '‘Bad company corrupts good character.™ - 1 Corinthians 15:33

Encourage your wayward loved ones to surround themselves with positive influences,
for the company we keep can greatly influence our choices and character. Wise
friendships can help steer them back on the right path.

4 "] can do all this through him who gives me strength." - Philippians 4:13

When our loved ones feel weak and incapable of change, remind them that God's
strength is available to them. With His help, they can overcome any obstacle and find
their way back to Him.

5 "Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind." - Romans 12:2

Encourage your wayward loved ones to break free from the worldly patterns that have
led them astray. By renewing their minds and aligning their thoughts with God's
truth, they can experience a transformation towards a life of righteousness.

6 "But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,



Christ died for us." - Romans 5:8

Remind your loved ones that God's love is unconditional and unending. Even in their
waywardness, God's ultimate sacrifice on the cross stands as a testament to His
immeasurable love for them.

7 "The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit."
- Psalm 34:18

When our loved ones find themselves broken and crushed by their choices, they can
find solace in the comforting presence of the Lord. Encourage them to turn to Him for
healing and restoration.

8 "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding."” -
Proverbs 3:5

Urge your loved ones to place their trust in God, even when their own understanding
fails them. In times of confusion and uncertainty, leaning on God's wisdom and
guidance will lead them back to the right path.

9 "Come near to God and he will come near to you." - James 4:8

Assure your wayward loved ones that God is eagerly waiting for their return.
Encourage them to draw near to Him in prayer, seeking His forgiveness and guidance.
God will always meet them with open arms.

? "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness." - Galatians 5:22

Emphasize the importance of living a life filled with the fruit of the Spirit.
Encourage your loved ones to seek love, joy, peace, and other qualities that reflect
God's nature. These virtues will help guide them back to righteousness.

11 "All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful toward those who keep the
demands of his covenant." - Psalm 25:10

Reassure your loved ones that God's ways are always loving and faithful. Encourage
them to commit themselves to His covenant and experience the blessings that come from
walking in His footsteps.

12 "Do to others as you would have them do to you." - Luke 6:31

Remind your wayward loved ones of the importance of treating others with love,
respect, and kindness. Encourage them to embody the teachings of Jesus, demonstrating
compassion and forgiveness to those around them.

13 "For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus
Christ." - 1 Corinthians 3:11

Encourage your loved ones to rebuild their lives on the solid foundation of Jesus
Christ. By surrendering their lives to Him, they can find lasting peace and purpose.

14 "Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love." -
Ephesians 4:2

Urge your loved ones to cultivate the virtues of humility, gentleness, and patience.
By treating others with love and understanding, they can mend broken relationships
and restore harmony in their lives.



15 "May the Lord bless you and protect you. May the Lord smile on you and be gracious
to you. May the Lord show you his favor and give you his peace." - Numbers 6:24-26

As we conclude, let us extend a word of blessing to both ourselves and our wayward
loved ones. May the Lord's presence be felt in our lives, bringing protection, favor,

and peace. May these words of encouragement ignite hope in our hearts and spur us to
love God, believe in Him, love one another, trust Him in all circumstances, and

rejoice in His unending grace. ??
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