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??

Making decisions can be difficult and overwhelming, but as believers, we have the
privilege of seeking God's guidance in every aspect of our lives. When we acknowledge
God's sovereignty and seek His will, we open ourselves up to His divine wisdom and
direction. In this article, we will explore how to discern God's will in

decision-making, with the help of biblical examples, verses, and the teachings of

Jesus.

1 Submit to God's Word: Studying and meditating on the Scriptures is crucial in
discerning God's will. His Word is a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path

(Psalm 119:105). By aligning our decisions with His Word, we can be confident that we
are walking in His will.

2 Seek God in Prayer: Prayer is our direct line of communication with God. Jesus
Himself emphasized the importance of prayer, saying, "Ask, and it will be given to
you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you" (Matthew 7:7).

Through prayer, we can seek God's guidance and ask for His wisdom and clarity.

3 Listen to the Holy Spirit: The Holy Spirit dwells within us as believers, guiding

and instructing us. Jesus said, "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all
that | have said to you" (John 14:26). By tuning in to the promptings of the Holy
Spirit, we can discern God's will.

4 Seek Wise Counsel: Proverbs 15:22 says, "Without counsel plans fail, but with many
advisers they succeed." When facing important decisions, it is wise to seek counsel
from trusted Christian mentors, pastors, or friends who can offer unbiased wisdom and
perspective.

5 Examine Your Motives: James 4:3 reminds us that we often do not receive because we
ask with wrong motives. When discerning God's will, it is important to examine our
hearts and make sure our desires align with His plans and purposes.

6 Trust in God's Timing: Sometimes, God's will may not align with our desired
timeline. As Ecclesiastes 3:11 tells us, "He has made everything beautiful in its
time." In our decision-making process, we must learn to trust in God's perfect
timing.

7 Practice Patience: Patience is a virtue that reflects our trust in God. As we wait

for His guidance, we must remember Isaiah 40:31, which says, "But they who wait for
the LORD shall renew their strength.” In the waiting, God often reveals His will and
brings about His best for us.



8 Surrender to God's Plan: In Proverbs 16:3, we are encouraged to commit our plans to
the Lord, knowing that He will establish them. Surrendering our desires and plans to
God allows Him to work in and through us, aligning our decisions with His will.

9 Recognize God's Peace: Philippians 4:7 assures us that God's peace, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. When discerning
God's will, we can look for His peace as confirmation that we are on the right path.

? Be Open to Divine Interruptions: Sometimes, God's will may involve unexpected
detours or interruptions in our plans. As Proverbs 19:21 says, "Many are the plans in
the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the LORD that will stand." Being flexible
and open to God's leading is essential.

11 Test the Decision against God's Word: His Word serves as a firm foundation and a
guide for our decision-making. When faced with choices, we can test them against the
principles and values found in Scripture to ensure they align with God's will.

12 Observe God's Providence: God often uses providential circumstances to guide us in
decision-making. The example of Joseph in Genesis shows how God's providence can
shape and direct our paths, even in the midst of challenging situations.

13 Learn from Jesus' Example: Throughout His ministry, Jesus modeled seeking God's
will in decision-making. In John 5:30, He said, "I seek not my own will but the will

of him who sent me." By following Jesus' example, we can cultivate a heart that
desires to do God's will above all else.

14 Walk in Faith: Hebrews 11:1 reminds us that faith is the assurance of things hoped
for, the conviction of things not seen. Sometimes, discerning God's will requires
stepping out in faith, trusting that He will guide and provide as we obey Him.

15 Love God, Love Others: Jesus summarized the entire law and the prophets in two
commandments: to love God and to love our neighbors as ourselves (Matthew 22:37-39).
When seeking God's will, we must consider how our decisions align with His
commandment to love one another.

???

In conclusion, discerning God's will in decision-making is a journey that requires us

to seek God's guidance through prayer, Scripture, and the leading of the Holy Spirit.

By aligning our desires and plans with His Word, seeking wise counsel, and trusting

in His perfect timing, we can confidently make decisions that align with His will.

May you be blessed as you seek God's guidance and may His love and wisdom guide every
aspect of your life. Amen.
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