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Global poverty, a multifaceted challenge characterized by deprivation of basic human
needs and hindered societal progress, necessitates a comprehensive and
community-centric approach. This article analyzes fifteen key strategies for poverty
reduction, grounded in established development theories and models, emphasizing the
empowerment of communities as a crucial catalyst for sustainable development. We will
define key concepts before delving into the detailed strategies.

Key Concepts: Sustainable Development, as defined by the Brundtland Report, entails
meeting present needs without compromising the ability of future generations to meet
their own. Human Capital Theory posits that investments in education and healthcare
enhance individual productivity and economic growth. Dependency Theory highlights the
role of global power structures in perpetuating poverty in developing nations. Social
Capital Theory emphasizes the importance of strong social networks and community
participation in fostering development. The Capability Approach (Sen) focuses on
expanding individual capabilities to achieve valued functionings and well-being.

Conclusions and Recommendations: Eradicating global poverty requires a concerted and



multi-pronged approach that prioritizes community empowerment. By integrating the
strategies outlined above, guided by established development theories and models, we
can create sustainable pathways out of poverty. Effective implementation requires
strong political will, increased financial investments in human and social capital,
collaborative partnerships across sectors, and a commitment to monitoring and
evaluation. Further research should focus on context-specific factors influencing
poverty reduction, measuring the effectiveness of different interventions, and

exploring innovative approaches tailored to specific community needs. The integration
of technology in capacity building and access to information is also critical.
Sustainable development goals should be used as a key reference in the development
and evaluation of policies. The findings can be directly applied by policymakers,
development practitioners, and community leaders in designing effective and
sustainable poverty reduction programs. The impact will be a more equitable and
sustainable world where everyone has the opportunity to thrive.

Reader Pool: How can we better integrate the principles of social justice and equity
into community-based poverty reduction initiatives to ensure inclusivity and lasting
impact?
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