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“html Mary's Eschatological Significance in the Economy of Salvation

This article explores the multifaceted role of Mary within the theological framework
of salvation history, employing key concepts from Catholic theology and relevant
biblical interpretations. We will define key terms such as "economy of salvation,"
"Iintercession," and "Marian devotion" to establish a clear understanding of the
subject matter.

Defining Key Concepts: The "economy of salvation" refers to God's plan of redemption,
encompassing creation, the fall, the incarnation, Christ's ministry, death and
resurrection, and the ultimate consummation of all things. "Intercession" describes

the act of pleading on behalf of another, while "Marian devotion" encompasses various
practices and beliefs centered on the veneration of Mary, mother of Jesus.

Mary's Central Role in Christological and Soteriological Narratives

Mary's pivotal role in the economy of salvation stems from her unique status as the
Theotokos, the God-bearer (Luke 1:43). This designation, established within the early
Church, signifies her unparalleled participation in God's redemptive plan. The
Annunciation narrative (Luke 1:26-38) exemplifies her complete submission to God's
will ("fiat"), positioning her as the quintessential model of faith and obedience.

This act of obedience, interpreted through the lens of theosis (deification),

highlights her active cooperation in the Incarnation, initiating the process of
humanity's reconciliation with God.

Mary as the Archetype of Faith and the New Eve

Mary's unwavering faith, as demonstrated in her acceptance of the Angel Gabriel's
message, serves as a powerful example for believers. This resonates with the concept
of "kenosis," or self-emptying, which Christ himself embodied. Mary's self-emptying
surrender to God's plan directly parallels Christ's sacrifice, highlighting her

crucial role in the redemptive process. Further, understanding Mary through the lens
of typology reveals her as the "New Eve," contrasting the disobedience of Eve that

led to the fall with Mary's obedience which facilitated humanity's redemption. This
understanding aligns with the soteriological model that emphasizes the restoration of
the broken relationship between God and humanity.

Mary's Intercessory Role and Marian Piety

Catholic theology posits Mary's continued intercession on behalf of humanity. This is
based on her ongoing communion with God and her intimate relationship with Jesus. Her
intercession is not a substitution for personal prayer or a bypassing of Christ's
mediatorial role; rather, it is a reflection of her ongoing maternal concern for

humanity. This theological perspective resonates with the concept of "communion of
saints,” highlighting the interconnectedness of believers in their shared journey



toward salvation. The various forms of Marian devotion, such as the Rosary and other
Marian prayers, are understood as expressions of this belief and acts of spiritual
communion with Mary.

Mary's Eschatological Significance: Queen of Heaven

Mary's role extends beyond her earthly life, culminating in her heavenly coronation

as the Queen of Heaven (Revelation 12:1). This title, though symbolic, emphasizes her
exalted position in the eschatological vision of the Church. Her presence in heavenly
glory underscores the ultimate triumph of God's plan, emphasizing the complete
restoration of creation and the eternal communion of the redeemed. This aligns with
the ecclesiological understanding of the Church as the Mystical Body of Christ, with
Mary occupying a place of honor within this heavenly community.

Mary: Veneration, Not Worship

Conclusion and Recommendations

Reader Pool: How might a deeper understanding of Mary's role within the systematic
theology of salvation impact contemporary pastoral practice and spiritual formation?
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